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Senator Needleman, Representative Arconti, Ranking Members Formica and 

Ferraro, and distinguished members of the Energy and Technology Committee:  

 

My name is Eli Roche, and I am a student at Wesleyan University. I am submitting 

this testimony on behalf of Wesleyan Democrats in support of Senate Bill 882.  

 

Wesleyan Democrats (WesDems) believe in the facts: global warming is real, it is 

caused by human activity, and there is overwhelming scientific consensus in 

support of these facts.1 We applaud the governor for continuing to push CT to 

combat climate change; nonetheless, this bill falls short of what CT must do. 

 

We strongly urge the committee to amend SB-882 to align CT with the UN’s 

2050 net zero emissions target, in addition to other vital suggested provisions.  

Other necessary changes include the following: require net zero emissions from 

electricity generated in CT by 2040;2 require net zero from electricity distributed to 

consumers in CT by 2040; move the current 80% emissions reduction target from 

2050 to 2040; ensure that the DEEP commissioner cannot alter the set emission 

reduction requirements or produce a determination of emission levels that is 

inconsistent with scientific data measuring CT’s greenhouse gas emission levels.  

 

Millions of people die per year due to fossil fuel emissions;3 we are seeing a worst-

case scenario melting of global ice.4 CT – which is warming faster than the global 

average5 – must enact aggressive legislative climate policies, including the UN 

backed 2050 net zero emissions target.6 Multiple viable pathways for achieving net 

zero exist.7 Ultimately, we are only asking that Connecticut do what is necessary to 

avoid being an active contributor to a pending climate catastrophe. Thank you. 

https://twitter.com/WesDems
https://www.cga.ct.gov/asp/cgabillstatus/cgabillstatus.asp?selBillType=Bill&which_year=2021&bill_num=882
https://www.theguardian.com/science/2019/jul/24/scientific-consensus-on-humans-causing-global-warming-passes-99
https://www.bloomberg.com/news/articles/2021-02-09/fossil-fuel-pollution-kills-millions-more-than-scientists-knew
https://www.bloomberg.com/news/articles/2021-01-25/climate-change-is-melting-ice-in-every-continent-new-study-shows
https://www.bloomberg.com/news/articles/2021-01-25/climate-change-is-melting-ice-in-every-continent-new-study-shows
https://www.bbc.com/news/uk-scotland-52939325
https://www.bbc.com/news/uk-scotland-52939325
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